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By Lauren Clary

Kansas Farmers Union mem-
bers and insurance agents vis-
ited Washington DC and Capitol
Hill on Sept. 11-14 for National
Farmers Union’s Fall Fly-In. 

“The men and women we send
to represent us have a huge re-
sponsibility and you really come
to better understand this when
participating in an event like the
Fly-In.  I feel that it was a great
experience and am very thankful
for having been provided the op-
portunity to participate,” Todd
Whitehill said.

Three KFU members (Lavern
Potuzak of Agenda, Brenda
Coyle of Munden and Nick Lev-
endofsky of Republic), four
Farmers Union Insurance agents
(Richard Boxum of Downs, Jerry
and Enid Cady of Marion, and
Todd Whitehill of McPherson)

and two KFU staffers (Lauren
Clary of Windom and Donn
Teske of Wheaton) attended the
event that took them to USDA,
the White House, five senators’
offices and seven representa-
tives’ offices.

“The meetings with the sena-
tors and representatives really
went great, just wish we could of
had more time with some of
them. They and their staff
seamed real receptive to the
farmers views,” Potuzak said.

“All the congressmen on our
list except Senator Roberts met
personally with us and listened
to our concerns. I was especially
impressed with Senator Moran
and his staff, they took time to
visit with us and answered our
questions,” Jerry Cady said. “I
appreciated the meeting that
NFU arranged with RMA con-
cerning the crop insurance pro-

gram.”
“In the current economic and

fiscal environment, it was very
clear that reducing the various
budgets was the major issue at
hand and I felt a sense of ur-
gency, in all meeting, to accom-
plish this goal.  While there
appeared to be general agree-

ment regarding the implications
of some of these cuts, it was not
clear to me that anyone was sure
what could and couldn’t be sal-
vaged,” Whitehill said.

Farmer-Owned Reserves

Farmers Union members, agents visits Capitol Hill

By Lauren Clary

Kansas Farmers Union’s
2011 annual Convention, “The
2012 Farm Bill: A Defining
Moment in Agriculture,” will
be held December 2-3 at the
Ramada in Downtown Topeka. 

“The 2012 Farm Bill, being
worked during a time of ex-
treme budgeting, will reflect
what we as a society expect
from our producers in regard
to agricultural production sta-
bility and stewardship of our
earth’s resources trusted to
us,” KFU President Donn
Teske said.

Over a day and a half, 8
speakers will talk about the
local food movement, compet-
itive markets, farm policy and
other issues facing rural
Kansas. 

The convention will start on
Friday, Dec. 2 with a free lunch
and State Director Herb Bar-
tel will share his experiences
working on the North Slope of
Alaska. The delegate session
will then be called to order at
1:30 p.m., when a majority of
the policy work will be done. 

There are real challenges to re-

developing regional food systems,

the farmers, communities and

economy of Kansas would benefit

by diversifying food production,

processing and sales. Mercedes
Taylor-Puckett, the local
foods coordinator for the
Kansas Rural Center, will share

opportunities to cultivate new re-

lationships across our Kansas food

supply chain.

Friday evening will be a fun,
relaxing event at Topeka’s
Civic Theater for dinner the-
ater. The performance is A
Christmas Carol-The Mu-
sical. Kansas Farmers Union
has reserved a block of tickets

2012 Farm Bill: A Defining Moment in Agriculture

2011 Kansas Farmers Union Convention to address 
farm policy’s affect on family farms, rural Kansas

Kansas Farmers Union Fly-in participants talk with Senator Jerry Moran during

National Farmers Union’s Fall Fly-in. 

Continued on Page 7

Continued on Page 6

Convention Dates

Nov. 11 Convention

Sponsorships due

Nov. 18 Registration

deadline for the Topeka

Civic Theater

Nov. 28  Convention 

registration deadline for

meals

December 2 Main 

Delegate Session

December 3

Convention Banquet
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2011 Kansas Farmers Union 

Convention Schedule
Friday, December 2

KFU Board Meeting

Saturday, December 3

Call to Order –  Jefferson Room

Pass out rules
Policy Drafting
Credentials Report
Proposed By-Laws Changes 
Officer Nominations

Mercedes Taylor-Puckett
“Local Food: A Growing Opportunity”
Madison Room

Dinner Theater – 
Topeka Civic Theater
A Christmas Carol-The Musical

10 a.m.

1:30 p.m.

4 p.m.

6 p.m.

Washington Breakfast –
Madison Room

Speaker: Roger Johnson, 
National Farmers Union
President

General Session –
Jefferson Room

Call to Order, Invocation
Reports – Jefferson Room

President– Donn Teske
Financial– Royce Janssen, CPA
Membership– Mary Howell
Communications– Lauren Clary

8:30 a.m.

10 a.m.

1 p.m.

Delegate Session and
Final Policy Drafting –
Delegate Business Session

10:15 a.m.

Insurance Report –
Stan Brown, MidWest 
Regional Manager

11:15 a.m.

Saturday, December 3

Lunch – Madison Room

Speaker: Henry Strnad, KFU
member from Republic
County

11:45 a.m.

Chuck Hassebrook – 
“Policy Choices in the Midst of 
Economic and Fiscal Crisis”
Jefferson Room

2:15 p.m.

Final Credentials,
Voting Polls Open

4:30 p.m.

Fred Stokes – Jefferson Room

“Is Independent Family Agriculture
about to Become History?”

3:30 p.m.

Mary Hendrickson – 
“The increased concentration in 

agri-business and food”
Jefferson Room 

Herb Bartel – Madison Room

“Bartels’ experiences of Eskimo
whaling”

Noon

2 p.m. Break

3:15 p.m. Break

Banquet Dinner – Madison
Cocktail Hour
Ruth Hursch Award
Live Auction
Roger Johnson, NFU President
Speaker: Jim Hightower
“Tilling the Political Soil”

5-8:30 p.m.

Concert –  Annie Wilson8:30 p.m.



www.kansasfarmersunion.org Page 3

Calendar of Events

November 15-16
Kansas Department of Agriculture Division of
Water Resources and Extension are hosting four
education meetins for water right holders who
have questions about water rights in drought. 
Larned on Nov. 15 at 9am, Pratt on Nov. 15 at 2pm,
Garden City on Nov. 16 at 9am, Hugoton on Nov.
16 at 2 pm.   620-234-5311. www.ksre.ksu.edu

November 18-19
Kansas Cattlemen’s Association Annual Conven-
tion in Hutchinson at the Grand Prairie Hotel.
Speakers include Alan Guebert, Mike Callicrate
and Nathan Rewerts. 785-238-1483. kansascattle-
men.com. See page 5.

November 19
Kansas Rural Center’s Sustainable Agriculture
Conference “Options, Opportunities & Optimism:
Cultivating Our Food and Farm Future” at the
Flint Hills Technical College in Emporia. 785-873-
3431. kansasruralcenter.org. See page 5.

November 22
Marion County Farmers Union will meet at the
Tampa Co-op Office at 7 p.m. 620-947-5758

Dec 2-3
Kansas Farmers Union Convention in Topeka at
the Ramada. See page 1 and 6. 620-241-6630

Check your mailbox for notification of
when your county’s meeting will take place.
All of the meetings will be listed on the web-
site, kansasfarmersunion.org.

Kansas Kontact
STAFF: Lauren Clary, communications specialist and editor

(kfu.lauren@gmail.com); Callie Kramer, membership secretary and

bookkeeping (kfum@nfuic.kscoxmail.com); Mary Howell, mem-

bership specialist (kfu.mary@gmail.com).

OFFICERS: Donn Teske, Wheaton (dteske@bluevalley.net), Pres-

ident; Daryl Larson, McPherson, Vice President; 

Board of Directors

District 1 Donn Teske, Wheaton

District 2 Daryl Larson, McPherson

District 3 John Fairbanks, Onaga

District 4 Lavern Potuzak, Agenda

District 5 Chris Schmidt, Oberlin

District 6 Linda Hessman, Dodge City

District 7 Herb Bartel, Hillsboro

District 8 Open
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2011 KFU Convention 

Committee Assignments

REGISTRATION & 

CREDENTIALS

Mary Howell, Chairman

ELECTIONS

Lavern Potuzak, Chairman

Nick Levendofsky, Vice

Chairman

POLICY COMMITTEE

Tom Giessel, Chairman

BY-LAWS

Tom Giessel, Chairman

RULES

Daryl Larson, Chairman

If anyone would like to

serve on a committee,

please notify the state of-

fice at 620-241-6630. Your

help is always appreciated.

Thank you!

This year only chairper-

sons are being assigned

and they will be in charge

of soliciting help. Any

questions or concerns can

be directed to Mary Howell

785-562-8726 or

kfu.mary@gmail.com

ATTENTION 

County Presidents

Annual county meetings must to be conducted 

before Thanksgiving. 

Delegate lists have to be sent to the 

State Office by November 21

Visit Kansas Farmers Union’s 

revamped website for the 

latest information on the 

2011 Convention

www.kansasfarmersunion.org



LARNED—Hugh E. Snyder,
74, died November 3, 2011, at
Promise Regional Medical
Center, Hutchinson.

A resident of Larned since
1978, formerly of Beloit, where
he owned Snyders Gambles
Store for 14 years, he was an
Insurance Agent for Farmers
Union Insurance of Larned for
33 years. 

He touched the lives of many
people with his smile and gen-
erosity, and maintained his
trademark sense of humor all
the way to the end.

He belonged to Sacred Heart
Catholic Church, Knights of
Columbus both of Larned,
member of National Under-
writers Association. He served
in the U.S. Army National
Guard at Hays.

On February 6, 1959, he
married Mary Jean Mitchell at
Stockton. She survives.

Memorials are suggested to
American Cancer Society or
Larned Knights of Columbus
in care of Morell Funeral
Home, P.O. Box 124, Larned,
Kansas, 67550-0124.
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Howdy! Something I have
been wanting to promote, but
have neglected recently, is a
new $50,000 challenge grant
targeted to re-stocking Amer-
ica’s food pantries in partner-
ship with Farmers Union and
Feeding America. This chal-
lenge grant has been awarded
by the Howard G. Buffett
Foundation, (yes, Warren’s
son). 

For every dollar you donate
to Feeding America, the chal-
lenge grant will match that dol-
lar and the donated funds
return to the state from which
the donations zip code was
sent. What else can one do to
double their contribution so
easily?

Feeding America is the na-
tion’s leading domestic
hunger-relief charity. It is a

well-respected and very effi-
cient relief charity. 96% of do-
nations go directly to the
restocking of our food pantries,
so there is very little overhead. 

This president’s report is im-
portant! I’m committing signif-
icant Kontact space (that
should probably be talking
about our up-coming state con-
vention or the controversial
farm bill being worked in the

super-commit-
tee right now or
GIPSA) toward
talking you into
donating to a
w o r t h w h i l e
cause that
needs our at-
tention. We are
in a time in our
history when
demands on the

nations food banks is at an all-
time high. 

We are in a time right now
where rhetoric says govern-
ment can’t do it all and we need
to take responsibility for our
own needy. 

A donation by you to this
worthwhile cause IS taking ac-
tion!

And it’s so easy to do, simply
go to our website, kansasfarm-

ersunion.org, and donate. Or
call the office, 620-241-6630,
and we will send you the infor-
mation. Editor’s note: More in-
formation will also be
available at the Convention.

You will be better for doing
it.

Thank you,
Donn

P.S. Kathy and I will start the
challenge here in Kansas by do-
nating $100. If you have read
this entire report to this point,
you either like pain or you also
recognize that every one of us
can make a difference with a
small donation. 

LET’S LEVERAGE THAT
BUFFETT MONEY!!!

President’s Report By Donn Teske

CONVENTION CALL

Pursuant to the By-Laws of the organization, notice is hereby given that the an-

nual convention of the Farmers Education and Cooperative Union of America,

Kansas Division (Kansas Farmers Union) will convene in the Ramada Inn in

Topeka, Kansas on December 2, 2011 at 1:30 p.m. and will continue through Satur-

day, December 3, 2011, or until all business has been transacted.

The basis of representation in the Kansas Farmers Union convention, as pro-

vided by the By-Laws, shall be one delegate from each chartered county union per

20 dues paying members, or a majority fraction thereof, plus one delegate vote.

Credentials blanks have been mailed to county secretaries and county presidents

and these should be returned to the state office not later than November 21, 2011.

However, if they are not submitted in advance, they must be brought to the conven-

tion by the proper county officials and submitted at the time of registration.

Donn Teske, President Callie Kramer, Acting Secretary

Kansas Farmers Union was notified last month that

Delbert Powell of Bird City passed away last year. 

Delbert served as the Thomas County Farmers Union

President and also helped expand Kansas Farmers

Union’s membership. 

“He was always willing to help Farmers Union and

will be missed,” Emil Mushrush said.

Farmers Union Insurance Agent
passes away
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The Kansas Rural Center an-
nounces that its 2011 Sustain-
able Agriculture Conference will
focus on food and farm opportu-
nities and the optimism for ex-
panding local and regional food
and farming in Kansas. The con-
ference, titled “Options, Oppor-
tunities and Optimism:
Cultivating Our Food and Farm
Future,” will take place Satur-
day, November 19, from 9 to 5
p.m. at Flint Hills Technical Col-
lege, Emporia. 

Dan Nagengast, owner of
Seeds from Italy, Lawrence, and
former KRC executive director,
will deliver the keynote address
on the topic “Feeding the World:
Billions of Farmers or Very
Few?” Followed by a roundtable
of panelists who will offer com-

ments from their vantage points
on the future Kansas food and
agriculture landscape.

Lunch will feature locally
sourced foods, prepared by the
culinary program at Flint Hills
Tech. An afternoon of 16 work-
shops on topics relating to farm-
ing practices, food and meat
processing, direct marketing,
and public policy will follow.

Registration cost is $35 and
includes food; some scholar-
ships are available. A complete
list of workshops and presen-
ters, more information and reg-
istration are available at
www.krcsustainabilityconfer-
ence.blogspot.com or at the KRC
website at www.kansasruralcen-
ter.org. Or call the Kansas Rural
Center at 785-873-3431.

Kansas Rural Center
The Kansas Cattlemen's con-

vention and tradeshow will be
held in Hutchinson at the Ra-
mada Hotel and Convention
Center, 1400 N. Lorrain on Fri-
day, Nov. 18 and Saturday, Nov.
19.  This year's convention will
showcase the pride and impor-
tance of the USA cattle producer.   

Friday's events will include in-
novations of U.S. producers in-
cluding the unique opportunity
to see how one man established
a mobile meat processing system
to provide consumers with fresh
localized food and created an en-
vironment for the humane treat-
ment to animals.  

There will also be a panel of ex-
perts discussing the new animal
disease traceability system and
how it will affect the future of the
U.S. cattle industry. 

Saturday's events will kick off

with a panel addressing the U.S.
food system and how consumers
can be more informed about the
food they eat.

The day will conclude with the
annual meeting.  Producer mem-
bers may propose new policies
and nominate Board members
for the association.  Anyone who
has a current membership at the
time of the annual meeting and
is involved in the production of
raising, growing, or feeding cat-
tle has the opportunity to vote at
the annual meeting and will also
receive a mail in ballot to vote on
the issues.     

The convention cost will be
$85 if payment and registration
are received by Nov. 1; cost at the
door will be $100.

For more information visit
www.kansascattlemen.com or
KCA office at 785-238-1483.

Plan to attend these great events that KS Farmers Union is co-sponsoring

Lyons, NE - While some veter-
ans returning home have jobs
waiting for them, many do not
and are returning to rural areas
where jobs can be scarce. The
USDA Risk Management Agency
has awarded the Center for Rural
Affairs, Farmer-Veteran Coali-
tion, Kansas Farmers Union, and
eight additional partner organi-
zations with funding intended to
introduce new veteran farmers
and ranchers to various areas of
agriculture, and thereby find so-
lutions to the employment and
economic challenges facing so
many rural veterans.

“The long-term goal for this
project is to help new veteran
farmers and ranchers success-
fully establish farms and ranches
in Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado
and Missouri,” said Kathie
Starkweather with the Center for
Rural Affairs.

According to Starkweather, the
project will allow veterans to
learn strategies and implement
plans for farm/ranch start-up,
including financing, land access,

and business development. Vet-
erans will also learn to access the
resources available to them for
technical assistance, production
and marketing information, and
mentoring.

For more information on be-
ginning farmer and rancher pro-
grams and for future
developments of this project, see
[ h t t p : / / w w w . c f r a . o r g / r e -
newrural/farm]. The organiza-
tions partnering in this project
are the Center for Rural Affairs,
Farmer-Veteran Coalition,
Swords to Plowshares, Kansas
Farmers Union, Missouri Farm-
ers Union, Rocky Mountain
Farmers Union, Colorado AgrA-
bility, Kansas AgrAbility Project,
Nebraska AgrAbility Project, and
Missouri AgrAbility Project.

Rural America’s small cities
and towns are, however, less pre-
pared to absorb returning veter-
ans than many urban centers.
The Iraq and Afghan Veterans of
America have noted that veter-
ans returning to rural communi-
ties were having the hardest time

reintegrating into civilian life as
these communities lacked both
viable employment opportuni-
ties and access to needed veteran
services. 

The smallest of farms have in-
creased in the past decade, coin-
cident with the great consumer
interest in locally grown, organic
and specialty foods. This de-
mand creates unique and excit-
ing opportunities for beginning
farmers – and the veterans who
would become farmers.

“The participation rate of
young rural Americans in the
military is and has been far
above the national average for at
least two decades. When veter-
ans receive training and secure
agricultural employment in rural
communities, rural America is
strengthened, all of America is
strengthened,” said Stark-
weather.

According to the grant appli-
cation, veterans can build on
their discipline and sense of
service and use farming or
ranching to reintegrate into soci-

ety gracefully and fruitfully.
They can also repopulate and re-
energize rural communities.
Some assistance to launch a new
generation of veteran farmers
and ranchers can help ensure
their successful entry into farm-
ing and ranching and a success-
ful return to their country.

The Center for Rural Affairs
and its partner organizations will
hold educational workshops in
Nebraska and Kansas to provide
information and introduce re-
sources on specialty crops, live-
stock, land access, financing,
crop insurance, production &
marketing high value crops, and
resources for beginners, veterans
and the disabled.

Kansas Farmers Union will
hold two educational workshops,
two farm tours, assist with finan-
cial planning, provide Farmer
Veterans Coalition with Kansas
resources for the Resource
Guide, and promote and recruit
contacts in Kansas through the
media.

Kansas Farmers Union receives grant to help 
Iraq veterans return to the farm 

Kansas Cattlemen’s
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for $50 each, which includes
dinner buffet and the show.
Theater tickets have to be pur-
chased by Nov. 18 with the
state office.

On Saturday morning during
breakfast, National Farmers
Union President Roger
Johnson will update us on
what’s going on Capitol Hill
and what NFU has done for its’
members.

During lunch, longtime
Kansas Farmers Union mem-
ber Henry Strnad of Repub-
lic County will share his family
farm philosophy. 

After lunch, Mary Hen-
drickson, a rural sociology
professor and director of the
Food Circles Networking Proj-
ect, will will give us updated
data on the increased concen-
tration in agri-business and
food.

Saturday afternoon will fea-
ture Chuck Hassebrook, ex-
ecutive director of the Center
for Rural Affairs, and Fred
Stokes, President of the Or-
ganization for Competitive
Markets and President of the
Coalition for a Prosperous
America. Hassebrook will talk
about “policy choices in the
midst of economic and fiscal
crisis.” Stokes will answer “Is
Independent Family Agricul-
ture about to Become His-
tory?”

"The list of presenters at this
year’s convention are some of
the most knowledgeable pro-
fessionals in the country. This
convention will tell you where
ag policy is heading, where it
should be heading, and how
you might plan your opera-
tions future," Teske said. 

The keynote speaker at the
convention banquet on Satur-
day evening will be Political
Humorist Jim Hightower.
Hightower is an author, radio
commentator and former
Texas Ag Commissioner, who

“has become a leading national
voice for the 80 percent of the
public who no longer find
themselves within shouting
distance of the Washington
and Wall Street powers at the
top.”

The Convention Banquet will
start off with a social/cocktail
hour and a silent auction. Be-
fore dinner a live auction will
be held, with a few big ticket
items including a weekend in
Wichita and a collectable K-
State Athletics item. After din-
ner the Ruth Hursh award will
be presented. Also, NFU Pres-
ident Roger Johnson will visit
with us at the banquet.

To close out the evening and
the convention, Annie Wil-
son, a member of the Tall-
grass Express String Band, will
perform her songs about life in
the Flint Hills.

Farmers Union members
and the public are invited to
attend. Registration is $60,
which includes four meals, is
due Nov. 28. A block of rooms
at $61 has been reserved at the
Ramada through Nov. 30, call
785-234-5400. 

For more information and to
register visit kansasfarmer-
sunion.org or call 620-241-
6630.

Convention
from Page 1

By Tom Giessel

Revised by-laws adopted at last
year’s convention alter the dis-
trict boundaries, election
process and terms of KFU re-
gional Board members.

• Districts reduced from 6 (six)
to 2 (two), creating new North
and South districts.

• 3 (three) directors from each
district, with terms to be three
years (formally 1 year).

• No two district board mem-
bers can have residence in the
same county or Farmers Union
local.

• More than one member from
a single county can be nomi-

nated, but only one can serve on
the Board. 
• Terms will be staggered. Only

one director from each district
will be elected annually.

In order to facilitate the change
and institute the initial stag-
gered terms, the vote totals will
determine offset in service. The
candidate with the highest vote
total will serve three years, sec-
ond highest, two years and third
highest, one year. In the event of
a tie vote, a coin toss will deter-
mine the order of succession. If
you have any questions of this
process, please contact the state
office for details.

KFU’s new by-laws will

take affect at Convention
Delegates will vote differently for State Directors

Earn $$ for yourself and KFU

Kansas Farmers Union members that get sponsor-

ships for our Annual Convention receive 15 percent

of what they raise! 

Ask the businesses in your area to support family

farmers by supporting Kansas Farmers Union. 

Sponsorship forms are available on www.kansasfarm-

ersunion.org or call 620-241-6630 and we’ll mail them

to you

Jim Hightower also spoke at the Na-

tional Farmers Union Convention in

San Antonio. 

His speech at KFU’s Convention, “Till-

ing the Political Soil” is sure to enter-

tain.

Kansas Farmers Union members gather in Lyons, Kansas for Policy Drafting on

October 29. Tom Giessel of Larned led the discussion. Several changes were

made to Kansas Farmers Union’s policy. Final voting on 2012 Policy will be voted

on at the Convention in Topeka. 

The proposed changes made can be found on kansasfarmersunion.org or call

620-241-6630 and one can be mailed to you. Special Orders of Business, including

the Beef Check-Off, Rural Opportunities Zone, County USDA Offices and Inter-

state Shipment of Meat, will be written and proposed at Kansas Farmers Union’s

Convention on Dec. 2.



During the Fly-In, NFU released
a study, titled Farmer-Owned
Reserves, conducted by the Uni-
versity of Tennessee’s Agricul-
tural Policy Analysis Center. The
policy approach includes a com-
bination of farmer-owned re-
serves, increased loan rates,
set-asides, the elimination of di-
rect payments ad reduced re-
liance on other government
payment instruments.

“Dr. Ray found that, if we had
adopted this approach over the
last 13 years (1998-2010), the
value of U.S. exports would have
been nearly $5 billion more than
it actually was,” Roger Johnson,
National Farmers Union presi-
dent, said. “Corn prices would
have been $0.26 higher than
they actually were, wheat prices
would have been $0.48 higher,
and soybeans would have aver-
aged $1.09 more over the period
studied. The farmer-owned re-
serve acts to moderate highs and
lows of grain prices, and during
the period studied, farmers
would have gained more income
from market receipts and relied
less on government payments,
which would have been reduced
by more than half.” 

The study can be found at
www.kansasfarmersunion.org/N
ews, along with a one page sum-
mary. 

USDA
At the USDA building, over 200
Farmers Union Fly-In partici-
pants met with Agriculture Sec-
retary Tom Vilsack and other top
USDA officials.

Vilsack said the House is dis-
cussing a 13 percent reduction in
USDA’s budget and the Senate is
looking at cutting USDA’s salary
budget.

“We have very difficult choices
ahead of us,” Vilsack said. “It will
not be easy and there will be
some real challenges.”

Vilsack stressed the important
job that America’s farmers and
ranchers have in National Secu-
rity.

“We’ve got to educate the
country of the significance and
importance of family agricul-

ture,” Vilsack said. “Once you
get that recognition, then you
will get support.”

Vilsack said he sees USDA
programs collapsing, becoming
more flexible and a greater em-
phasis on guarantees, technical
assistance and simplicity. 

White House
Farmers Union members then
met with people from President
Obama’s staff at the White
House Executive Office Building. 

Melody Barnes, Director of
White House Domestic Policy

Council, said the Rural Council is
focusing on opportunity (in-
creasing capital), innovation (ex-
pand technology), renewable
energy, quality of life (health
care and poverty), and conserva-
tion.

Larry Elworth, Agriculture
Counselor to EPA Administrator
Jackson, said the “key problem is
the availability of clean water.”
He said a huge concern is the
balance of energy and agricul-
ture water use.

Ambassador Isi Siddiqui, Chief
Agriculture Negotiator for the

US Trade Representative, said
they are working on how to level
the playing field on international
trade and open up markets.

“When members of NFU are
given the opportunity to visit the
White House and USDA, not
only to hear from Administra-
tion officials, but to be heard, it
is extremely important to our
membership. I feel the meetings
were very productive and gave
those in attendance a firsthand
look at the path U.S. agricultural
policy is taking,” Levendofsky
said.
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Fly-in
from Page 1

Agent
Stacey Addison

Art Alcala

Matthew Anderson

Fred Behrens

Roger Blaken

Richard Boxum

Ron Buddenhagen

Jerry and Jeff Cady

Phillip Chaney and 

Roy McCoy

Ron Clark

Tom Clark

Tim Dycus

Nicole Faulconer

Greg Frank

John Geier

Jim Gierhan

Jeff Kindel 

Trent Lebahn

Katie Limon

Rick Lindblom

Mario Lopez

Randy Mader

Kevin Moege

Jerry Nolte

Jason Ortman

Nicole Schaller

Thomas Rice

Hugh Snyder (deceased)

Todd and Evan Whitehilll

Steve Yearout

Stan Brown

County Represented
Hamilton, Grant, Morton, Stanton, Wichita, Kearny

Leavenworth, Wyandotte, Douglass, Jefferson,

Shawnee

Mitchell, Lincoln, Ottawa

Marshall

Clay, Washington

Osborne

Labette, Montgomery, Cherokee, Crawford

Marion, Chase, Lyon

Neosho, Allen, Wilson, Labette, Woodson,

Crawford

Logan, Gove, Trego, Thomas, Cheyenne, Rawlins,

Sherman, Wallace

Republic

West District Manager

Finney

Smith

Ford

Clay, Dickinson, Washington

Cloud, Republic, Ottawa

Eastern District Manager

Haskell, Morton, Seward

Saline, Dickinson, Ottawa

Finney

Ellis, Ness, Trego, Russell

Pottawatomie, Riley, Geary, Wabaunsee, Morris,

Jackson

Nemeha, Brown, Atchinson, Doniphan

Jewell

Comanche, Clark, Edwards, Hodgeman, Kiowa,

Meade

Norton, Phillips, Rooks

Pawnee, Pratt, Stafford

McPherson, Reno, Rice

Sumner, Harper, Cowley

General Manager Midwest Agency

Telephone
620-384-5402

785-266-2708

785-738-5701

785-562-3789

785-632-3306

785-454-3870

620-421-4360

620-382-3282

620-431-6290

785-672-3231 

785-374-4446

785-201-2202

620-275-6741

785-282-6658

620-225-0999

785-632-3264

785-243-1571

785-825-2941

620-649-2840

785-827-1011

620-271-0844

785-628-6134

785-456-9077

785-336-2040

785-378-3212

620-659-2011

785-543-3103

620-285-6867

620-241-1918

620-326-2021

402-483-1045

Patronize Your Local Farmers Union Agent

A portion of the gross income sales in Kansas comes back to Kansas Farmers Union
to support your policies without any influence on what those policies should be.
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Seasons Greetings 

from the Kansas 

Farmers Union Staff

We hope your holiday is
adorned with peace, joy and

love. An abundance of thanks
for giving us the opportunity

to serve you.

Lauren Clary
Callie Kramer

Donn Teske
Mary Howell

Kansas Farmers Union 

Convention Banquet

December 3, 2011 l 5 - 9:30 p.m.

Downtown Ramada  l Topeka, Kansas

Featuring 
Silent and Live Auctions

Keynote Speaker Jim Hightower,
NFU President Roger Johnson
and performance by Annie Wilson

For only $35! or enjoy the entire 
convention for $60

Register by November 28


