
Rooted in Resilience: 

The Story of the Kansas 

Farmers Union

Kansas Farmers Union State Convention 

November 18-19, 2025 

Drury Plaza Hotel Broadview, Wichita, Kansas



Kansas Farmers Union 

Convention, 1915



Early Legislative Issues

Graduated 
Income Tax

1913

Women’s Right 
to Vote

1916

Farm Credit

1916

Congressional 
Voting Records

1919

Packers & 
Stockyards

1921

McNary-Haugen 
Farm Bill

1924–1928

Agricultural 
Adjustment Act

1933

Rural 
Electrification 
Administration

1934

School Lunch 
Act

1943

Public Law 480 
(Food for 
Peace)

1954



Kansans in 

National 

Leadership: 

James Patton 

and

Tony Dechant



First State 
Office after 
rechartering

McPherson, 
Kansas 1974



Working Membership,

Early 1970s





KFU Women’s Dinner 

with Bob Dole



Kansas 

Farmers go to 

Washington, 

1974



Kansas Farm - Labor 

Coalition collects 

and distributes food

October 1984



Larned, Kansas 1984



Rural Crisis Rally, Topeka Kansas 1985



Farmers Union promotes Fair Trade 

with Mexican Farmers, 1992



Farmers 

Union fights 

corporate 

hog 

farms,1994



Farmers Union protests 

concentration in meat markets, 1992



Farmer protest of 
1996 Freedom to 
Farm Legislation, 
Wichita Kansas



Who is Farmers Union

I shall neither paint you a picture of the Farmers Union with wings sprouting on its shoulders, nor 

with horns and cloven hoof. You can get the truest picture of the Farmers Union by holding up a 

mirror before its members, including yourself. The Farmers Union is no better and no worse than its 

members. 

It is endowed with the same frailties of human nature, with which you and I are endowed. It has 

the same potentiality which you and I have, of sinking to the lowest depths of degradation and yet 

it is endowed, as you and I are endowed with that peculiar something – something which cannot 

be expressed in words: that peculiar something which enables us to rise to heights undreamed of, if 

we will put our mind, our heart, and our soul into a sincere and determined effort to convert our 

ideals into a living, breathing reality.

J. Henry Meyer
Girard, Kansas

Kansas Union Farmer, circa 1924



Elevators at the former 

Farmers Union national 

office in Denver, 

Colorado. 

A reminder that every 

movement has its ups 

and downs, but it is our 

collective resilience is 

what keeps us rising.
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