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Kansas Farmers Union (KFU) members 
gathered in November 2025 at our state 
convention to debate and consider policy 

priorities for 2026. One of those policies includes 
language that reads, “If a farmer cannot raise a crop 
that covers the cost of inputs and makes a profit, 
then they are not making a living wage.”

Unfortunately, that is where most farmers have 
been trying to live for some time, and this 
misguided trade war compounded already high 
input costs, low commodity prices, rising inflation, 
and growing corporate control of the ag industry.

These bridge payments may help some farmers 
cover some of their costs, but according to North 
Dakota State University economists, farmers 
have lost in excess of $44 billion with all of the 
aforementioned factors taken into account, and 

there are some farmers who won’t benefit from 
these payments at all.

The Trump administration’s $12 billion bailout to 
farmers won’t come anywhere close to covering all 
of the losses incurred, and we are not convinced 
these proposed payments will be equitably 
distributed based on past relief programs. At the 
end of the day, farmers want trade, not aid.

We call on Congress and the administration to 
prioritize developing and passing a new Farm 
Bill that reflects today’s challenges and realities. A 
better farm safety net, stable and fair markets, and 
stronger protections to address consolidation in 
agriculture must also be prioritized if we truly want 
to make systematic change that benefits farmers, 
consumers, and the economy.

Kansas Farmers Union (KFU), 
longtime supporter of P.L. 480 Food 
for Peace, is pleased to learn that the 

U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Foreign 
Agricultural Service (FAS) has reached an 
interagency agreement with the U.S. State 
Department to take on the work of Food for 
Peace.

Food for Peace, once part of the now defunct 
U.S. Agency for International Development, 
was defunded as part of the Department of 
Government Efficiency (DOGE) cuts in early 
2025. Following the cut to Food for Peace, U.S. 
Representative Tracey Mann and U.S. Senator 
Jerry Moran of Kansas introduced legislation 
that would move the program to USDA’s 
Foreign Agricultural Service. Since introducing 
the legislation, though, neither the House or 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee held 
hearings on the bill.

“I am glad to hear that Food for Peace will have 
a new home at USDA’s Foreign Agricultural 
Service,” said KFU Executive Director Nick 
Levendofsky. “While this is an encouraging step 
in the right direction, I worry there won’t be 
enough funding or capacity to meet the needs 
of those across the world struggling with food 
insecurity. I am hopeful that Congress and the 
administration recognize these concerns and 
funds and staffs the program at the level it was 
prior to the DOGE cuts,” he said.

KFU member and farmer emeritus Tom Giessel 
of Larned, KS, has been a passionate advocate 
for Food for Peace and recently traveled with 
a group of KFU members to Washington, D.C. 
to lobby for its continued funding. “Farmers 
shipping grain to where people are hungry – 
that we did these kinds of things is really what 
made America great,” said Giessel.

KFU looks forward to supporting USDA’s 
efforts to ensure that Food for Peace remains 
a viable program to address food insecurity 
across the globe.
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Support Your Kansas Farmers Union by
Supporting Farmers Union Midwest Agency 

WWW.FUMAINSURANCE.COM  REGIONAL OFFICE 402.483.1045

Todd Whitehill
McPherson, KS
620.241.1918

Krystal Lind
Lawrence, KS
785.840.5160

Will Clark
Oakley, KS

785.443.8530

Nicole Faulconer
Garden City, KS
620.275.6741

Nicole Schaller 
Kinsley, KS

620.659.2011

Mitch Cady
Marion, KS

 620.382.3282

Steve Yearout
Wellington, KS
620.326.2021

Randy Mader
Hays, KS

785.628.6134

Mandy Trout
Russell, KS

785.324.2772

Stacey Addison
Syracuse, KS

620.384.5402

Kris Narvaez
Chanute, KS

620.431.6290

April Heim
Highland, KS

785.442.3481

Andy Hopper
Lawrence, KS
620.778.0435

Jason Frazier
Council Grove, KS-620.767.7226

Emporia, KS- 620.767.7226 

Roy McCoy
Chanute, KS

620.431.4234

David Snyder
Larned, KS

620.285.6867

Gerald Nolte
Seneca, KS

785.336.2040

Matthew Anderson
Beloit, KS

785.738.5701

Jeff Kindel
Concordia, KS
785.243.1571

Yvonne Guy
Topeka, KS

785.266.2708

Roger Blanken
Clay Center, KS
785.632.3306

Jason Ortman
Mankato, KS

785.378.3212

Staci Foreman
Phillipsburg, KS
785.543.3103
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Richard Boxum
Downs, KS

785.454.3870

Tom Clark
Scandia, KS

785.335.2270

Haley Helzer
Salina, KS

785.827.1011

Greg Frank
Smith Center, KS

785.282.6658

Brandon Spevacek
Marysville, KS
785.619.6125

Jim Gierhan
Clay Center, KS
785.632.3264

Hanna Hertzig
Wamego, KS

785.456.9077

Zach Teske
Wamego, KS

785.789.3344

Karrie Watts
Eureka, KS

620.583.2404

Jennifer Edwards
Salina, KS

785.379.6467

Brandon Dahna
Coffeyville, KS
620.515.2200

Trina Smith
Great Bend, KS
620.617.9977

Samantha Almquist
Hutchinson, KS
620.259-7400

Kevin Harrington
Financial Services Manager

402.253.6926

Brad Mendenhall
Kansas State Manager

402.483.1045

Peyton Stammer
Financial Services

402.483.1045

Sara Stucky
Financial Services

402.483.1045

FARM & RANCH | CROPS | EQUIPMENT | 
FARM AUTO | PERSONAL AUTO | DISABILITY |

HOME | COMMERCIAL BUSINESS | LIFE |
HEALTH| ANNUITY | CRITICAL ILLNESS

Blake Pearson
Valley Center, KS

316.631.5612

Theresa Burnell
Financial Services

402.483.1045

Alex Downing
Financial Services

402.483.1045
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2025

Farm-to-Table Meal Sponsors | $2,000 and Above

Mental Health Speaker Sponsor

Live Oak Tree Sponsors | $1,000-$1,999

CONVENTION SPONSORS!
Golden Triangle Sponsors | $500-$999

Jeff Kindel Insurance

Plow, Rake, and Hoe Sponsors | $250-$499

Richard Boxum Insurance
Donn Teske

Meadowlark Farm
Herb & Pat Bartel

Friend of the Family Farmer Scholarship Sponsors | $100-$249

Kevin Harrington
Wheat Ridge Realty
Greg Frank Insurance
Phil White
Lauren Reinhold
Virgil Scott
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Save the Date
KANSAS FARMERS UNION CONVENTION
November 30 - December 1, 2026
Drury Broadview Hotel - Wichita, KS
More information and registration at 
kansasfarmersunion.org soon!


